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The  State  Library  Commission  exists  today  because  of  the  persever- 
ance of  a  small  but  valiant  group  of  dedicated  librarians  and  friends  who 
worked  diligently  and  patiently  to  achieve  favorable  legislation  for  its 
establishment. 

As  early  as  1895,  a  law  was  passed  providing  for  a  traveling  library  but 
no  funds  were  appropriated  by  the  legislature.  Lay  groups  proposed  that 
the  State  Library  Association  support  and  finance  such  a  library  but  it  is 
understandable  that  this  was  not  feasible  since  the  Association  had  a  yearly 
budget  of  approproximately  $35.00. 

It  was  not  until  1929  that  the  legislature  passed  the  law  which  estab- 
lished the  State  Library  Commission.  Again,  as  in  1895,  no  funds  were 
appropriated.  Then,  in  1945,  a  Governor's  Committee  on  Reorganization 
recommended  that  since  no  budget  had  ever  been  provided,  the  State  Li- 
brary Commission  be  removed  from  the  statutes.  Every  effort  to  keep  the 
Commission  was  made  by  the  Montana  Library  Association  and  with  suc- 
cess. The  Legislative  Assembly  appropriated  funds,  and  while  the  amount 
was  modest,  it  was  sufficient  to  permit  the  Board  to  engage  a  librarian  as 
its  executive  officer  and  to  make  a  small  start  toward  fulfilling  its  duties 
as  set  forth  in  the  Montana  statutes. 

Rent-free  quarters  were  provided  at  the  Montana  State  University  Li- 
brary and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  this  state  agency  has  been  located  in 
Missoula.  When  larger  quarters  were  essential  and  when  funds  to  pay  rent 
were  available  under  the  Library  Services  Act,  efforts  were  made  to  find 
suitable  space  in  Helena.  This  was  not  possible  at  that  time  and  so  Head- 
quarters continue  to  be  in  Missoula.  It  is  now  located  at  South  Avenue  and 
Middlesex. 

The  State  Library  Commission  has  offered  assistance  to  the  libraries  in 
the  state  since  its  establishment.  With  the  passage  of  the  Library  Services 
Act  in  1956,  services  could  be  expanded  to  a  significant  degree  and  the  pres- 
ent dynamic  program  initiated. 


-1— 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 

Ellen  Torgrimson,  Secretary 1945  to  July  1,  1957 

Mrs.  Catherine  Chadwick,  Director  of  Library  Services August,  1955  to  1957 

Mrs.  Ruth  O.  Longworth,  Librarian June,  1957  to  date 


HEADQUARTERS  STAFF,  1963 

Mrs.  Ruth  O.  Longworth Librarian 

Mrs.  Barbara  J.  Houghton Assistant  Librarian  (^ 

Mrs.  Florena  Vinal Readers'  Services  Librarian 

(Position  Vacant) -- -- Consultant 

Mrs.  Mary  Ellis Business  Office  Supervisor 

Mrs.  Patricia  Flachsenhar -- Assistant  in  charge  of  Technical  Processing 

Mrs.  Lorinda  M.  Zuzel -.- Secretary 

Mrs.  Kathryn  Parlett - Secretary 

Mrs.  Florence  Elliott Clerk-typist 

Terry  Murray  Clerk 

Janitor 
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COMMISSION  MEMBERS 


Terms  Served 


Miss  Kathleen  Campbell,  Chairman  (Missoula) 1945  to  date 

Mrs.  Norman  Ackley    (Lewistown) May  1945  -  October  1945 

Mrs.  Wallace  Perham  (Glendive) ...May  1945  -  May  1948 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Dillavou  (Billings) JVlay  1945 -May  1950 

Miss  Elizabeth  Ireland  (Helena) May  1945  -  December  1948 

Miss  Margaret  Fulmar  (Great  Falls) November  1945 -May  1952 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Warren  (Glendive) ..May  1948 -May  1951 

Mrs.  John  B.  Fraser  (Billings) ..May  1950 -May  1953 

Mrs.  Peter  Sattler  (Glendive) May  1951 -May  1954 

Mrs.  Leo  C.  Graybill  (Great  Falls) May  1952  -  May  1955 

Miss  Mary  M.  Condon  (Helena) „.. January  1949  -  December  1956 

Miss  Harriet  Miller  (Helena) January  1957  to  date 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Ewing  (Bozeman) May  1953  -  May  1962 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Mast  (Bozeman) May  1954 -May  1963 

Mrs.  Frank  Fulton  (Plevna) June  1955  -  September  1956 

Dr.  Amos  R.  Little  (Helena) .January  1957  -  May  1961 

Mrs.  Joe  C.  King,  III  (Winnett) ....- May  1961  -  May  1964 

Mrs.  Walter  Houchen  (Fairview) May  1962 -May  1965 

Mr.  William  L.  Baillie  (Great  Falls) May  1963 -May  1966 
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TITLE  44— LIBRARIES 

Chapter  1 

The  State  Library  of  Montana 


44-127.  (1575.1)  State  library  commission  created.  A  commission  is  hereby  created  to  be  known 
as  the  state  library  commission.  This  commission  shall  consist  of  the  librarian  of  the  state  university 
as  chairman,  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  ex-officio  member,  and  the  three  mem- 
bers to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  who  shall  serve  one,  two  and  three  years  respectively.  As 
these  terms  expire,  annually  thereafter  one  person  shall  be  appointed,  for  a  term  of  three  years.  The 
members  of  said  commission  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services  except  their  actual  and 
necessary  traveling  expenses. 

44-128.  (1575.2)  Employment  oj  librarian  and  assistants.  The  commission  shall  employ  as  its 
executive  officer  a  librarian  who  shall  be  a  graduate  of  an  accredited  library  school,  and  who  shall 
not  be  a  member  of  the  commission,  for  such  compensation  as  the  commission  may  deem  adequate, 
and  who  shall  perform  the  duties  assigned  by  the  commission,  to  serve  at  the  will  of  the  commis- 
sion. The  commission  may  also  employ  such  other  assistants  as  shall  be  required  for  the  performance 
of  the  commission's  work.  In  addition  to  their  salaries,  the  librarian  and  assistants  shall  be  allowed 
their  mileage  and  per  diem  while  absent  from  the  commission  office  in  the  service  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

44-129.  (1575.3)  Powers  and  duties  oj  the  commission.  The  work  of  the  commission  shall  be 
to  give  assistance  and  advice  to  all  libraries  in  the  state  and  to  all  communities  in  the  state  which 
may  propose  to  establish  libraries,  as  to  the  best  means  of  establishing  and  administering  such  li- 
braries, or  improving  established  libraries,  and  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  traveling  libraries; 
the  commission  shall  act  as  a  state  board  of  professional  standards  and  library  examiners  and  prjr- 
form  all  the  duties  of  said  board  as  provided  in  Section  44-203;  obtain,  each  year,  from  all  libraries 
in  the  state,  reports  showing  the  condition,  growth,  and  development  and  such  other  facts  and  sta- 
tistics as  may  be  deemed  of  public  interest  by  the  commission;  the  commission  shall  make  a  bien- 
nial report  to  the  governor  of  the  state  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  covering  the  work  of 
the  commission,  and  incorporating  reports  of  libraries  in  the  state. 

44-130.  Authorization  of  commission  to  accept  and  administer  funds  or  property  from  federal 
government  and  other  agencies.  The  commission  is  hereby  designated  a  state  library  administrative 
agency  and  is  empowered  to  accept  and  administer  any  moneys  or  property  appropriated  for  or 
granted  to  it  by  any  agency,  public  or  private,  for  library  service  in  the  state,  including  the  federal 
government,  provided  that  the  acceptance  of  such  funds  or  property  from  the  federal  government 
does  not  entail  any  degree  of  federal  control. 

(As  amended  by  the  37th  Legislative  Assembly,  1961.) 

The  37th  Legislative  Assembly  amended  the  law  which  established  the  State  Agency.  The  name 
was  changed  from  the  Montana  State  Library  Extension  Commission  to  the  Montana  State  Library 
Commission,  and  the  title  of  Secretary  to  Librarian.  Corrected  was  that  part  of  the  law  which  was 
at  odds  with  state  law,  which  stated  that  the  staff  should  be  paid  actual  expenses  while  traveling. 
The  new  provision  is  for  per  diem  and  mileage  in  accordance  with  the  state  law. 


Services  of  The  State  Library  Commission 


The  Montana  State  Library  Commission  exists  to  provide  library  leadership  and  is  charged  in 
Section  44-127  of  the  Montana  Code  with  the  responsibility  "to  give  assistance  and  advice  to  all  li- 
braries in  the  state  and  to  all  communities  in  the  state  which  may  propose  to  establish  libraries,  as 
to  the  best  means  of  establishing  and  administering,  or  improving  established  libraries,  and  aiding  in 
the  establishment  of  traveling  libraries." 

In  order  to  fulfill  this  responsibility,  the  state  library  functions  in  three  specific  ways: 

1.  It  maintains  a  library  of  books  and  other  materials,  carefully  selected  and  catalogued.  These 
books  are  sent  by  mail  to  public  libraries,  to  supplement  their  local  collections;  to  individuals 
living  outside  the  legal  service  area  of  any  public  library;  to  school  libraries  where  there  is 
no  public  library;  and  to  state  institutions.  It  is  the  inter-library  loan  center  for  the  state,  the 
reference  and  research  center  for  the  state's  public  libraries  and  the  state  library  center  for 
individuals  without  public  library  service.  It  underwrites  costs  of  services  to  the  blind  of 
Montana,  administered  regionally  by  the  Seattle  Public  Library.  Books  and  reference  serv- 
ices are  also  provided  for  members  of  State  Government,  but  this  service  is  limited  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  State  Library  is  not  located  in  Helena. 

2.  It  gives  assistance  in  organizing  libraries  into  larger  units  of  service;  serves  as  a  clearing 
house  for  library  problems  and  strives  to  develop  good  library  service  through  providing  in- 
formation to  libraries  and  governing  bodies.  It  prox'ides  advice  and  assistance  to  librarians 
and  trustees  in  the  sixty-three  tax  supported  public  libraries  and  their  thirty-six  branches, 
as  well  as  the  fifteen  association  or  club  libraries.  This  assistance  is  given  through  field 
visits,  workshops,  publications,  centralized  book  processing,  communications  by  mail  and 
telephone  and  grants  of  library  materials  and  equipment  under  the  Library  Services  Act. 

3.  It  encourages  the  establishment  of  local  tax  supported  library  service  in  those  areas  without 
a  public  library.  It  helps  citizens  to  develop  plans  whereby  they  can  participate  in  a  library 
system. 

The  State  Library  has  the  responsibility  under  law  to: 

Act  as  a  board  of  professional  standards  and  library  examiners. 

Accept  and  administer  funds  or  property  from  the  federal  government  and  other  agencies. 

Obtain  statistical  reports  from  all  of  the  libraries  in  the  state. 

Make  a  biennial  report  to  the  Governor  on  the  above  statistics  and  on  the  work  of  the  State 
Agencjf,  with  such  recommendations  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

The  State  Agency  is  a  clearing  house  for  job  placement;  it  maintains  a  file  of  applications  and 
lists  of  positions  open  for  the  public  libraries  of  the  state.  The  Commission  is  a  "book  bank"  for  the 
state.  Duplicate  books  in  good  condition  are  sent  to  the  State  Library  and  are  offered  for  exchange 
amongst  the  libraries  of  the  state. 
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Basic   Provisions  of  the 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY  PLAN 

Under  The 

LIBRARY  SERVICES  ACT 

The  Library  Services  Act  was  passed  by  the  84th  Congress,  and  became  law  on  June  19,  1956. 
The  Montana  State  Library  Commission  received  its  first  funds  from  the  act  on  March  18,  1957.  The 
original  Library  Services  Act  would  have  expired  in  1961  but  was  renewed  in  1960  for  five  more 
years. 

The  federal  funds  are  given  to  the  State  Library  agencies  to  administer.  Each  state  must  annu- 
ally submit  a  plan  for  its  use  of  federal  funds,  to  extend  and  improve  library  service  to  areas  of  less 
than  10,000  population;  and  each  state  must  report  on  expenditures. 

The  federal  funds  are  allotted  in  two  ways.  Each  state  receives  a  basic  $40,000  annually.  Addi- 
tional amounts  are  apportioned  to  each  state  on  the  basis  of  its  rural  population  as  related  to  the  na- 
tional rural  population. 

The  states  must  match  the  federal  funds  on  a  ratio  based  on  the  per  capita  income  of  the  state 
as  related  to  the  national  per  capita  income.  In  Montana  the  current  (Fiscal  1964)  matching  formula 
is  55.02  federal  to  44.98  state. 

Montana  matches  with  the  current  existing  budget  of  the  state  agency,  plus  the  existing  local 
budgets  of  four  libraries.  No  new  appropriation  was  made  to  earn  the  federal  funds.  The  state  will  re- 
ceive $72,932.00  LSA  funds  in  fiscal  1964. 

The  general  aims  and  policies  of  Montana's  Plan  under  the  Library  Services  Act  is  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  federations  of  libraries  in  regional  areas  in  Montana. 

The  basic  consideration  in  setting  up  the  regions  is: 

Sufficient  taxable  valuation  to  insure  money  for  local  continuation  when  the  demonstration 
ends. 

Interest  and  active  support  on  the  part  of   the  librarians,  library  board  members,  commis- 
sioners or  city  officials  and  citizens  of  the  area. 
Able  and  experienced  library  leadership  in  the  area. 

Each  demonstration  continues  for  about  two  years  and  incorporates  techniques  of  centralized 
ordering,  processing  and  cataloguing  of  books  and  materials,  public  relations,  the  use  of  audio-visu- 
al aids,  adult  education,  the  use  of  a  bookmobile,  as  well  as  greatly  increased  supplies  of  books  and 
services.  In  -  service  -  training  programs  for  the  librarians  involved  in  the  federations  is  offered 
through  workshops  conducted  at  regular  intervals  by  the  coordinators. 

The  three  existing  federations  and  those  that  will  be  developed  in  the  future  include  various 
types  of  organization  and  leadership  and  offer  varying  degrees  of  service  and  financial  support.  The 
reason  for  their  cohesion  into  areas  are: 

Homogeniety  of  population. 

Ease  of  transportation  and  communication 

Contiguity 

Professional  leadership  at  the  federation  Center 

Montana's  Plan  provides  for  strengthening  the  State  Library  Commission  with  personnel,  books 
and  library  materials,  equipment  and  rented  quarters  so  that  the  state  agency  can  assume  a  role  of 
leadership  in  the  improvement  of  existing  libraries  and  in  the  development  of  larger  units  of  service 
throughout  the  state.  The  services  (described  on  page  5)  have  been  possible  only  through  the  finan- 
cial assistance  provided  by  the  Library  Services  Act. 
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HOW  TO  USE  THE  STATE  LIBRARY 

LOAN  OF  BOOKS  AND  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 

If  you  live  outside  the  legal  service  area  of  a  public  library,  write  to  the  Montana  State  Library 
Commission,  South  Avenue  and  Middlesex,  Missoula,  Montana.  We  will  serve  you  direct  with  the 
loan  of  books  or  with  answers  to  reference  questions,  if  you  are  without  public  library  service. 

If  you  have  a  public  library,  channel  your  requests  through  your  librarian.  Material  that  is  not 
available  in  your  local  library  will  be  supplied  but  we  ask  that  your  librarian  handle  the  request. 

The  State  Library  is  the  center  for  inter-library  loan  for  all  public  libraries.  Channel  all  your 
requests  through  us. 

Periodicals  are  not  available  for  loan.  Articles  can  be  photocopied  at  the  cost  of  15<'  per  sheet. 
As  photocopying  methods  improve,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  reduce  this  amount. 


CONSULTANT  SERVICES 

If  you  are  interested  in  improving  your  library  service,  write  to  us  direct;  or  if  you  are  without 
such  service,  write  for  information  on  how  this  can  be  supplied  for  your  community.  We  will  fur- 
nish you  with  written  material  and  will  be  pleased  to  schedule  a  visit  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
We  welcome  your  invitation  to  speak  with  any  groups  in  your  community. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  State  Library  underwrites  costs  of  Talking  Books  for  the  Blind.  We  contract  with  the  Se- 
attle Public  Library  who  will  serve  all  blind  readers  direct.  The  Public  Welfare  Department  par- 
ticipates in  this  program  but  the  service  is  not  designed  for  and  therefore  not  limited  to  those  peo- 
ple who  are  receiving  assistance  from  Public  Welfare.  The  service  is  free  to  all  readers  who  qualify 
as  blind  readers. 

To  so  qualify,  it  is  necessary  that  you  have  a  doctor's  certificate  attesting  to  the  fact  that  you 
have  20-200  or  less  vision.  Service  should  be  requested  through  your  local  public  welfare  office.  In  a 
very  short  time,  you  will  receive  a  machine  and  a  comprehensive  list  of  books  from  which  you  may 
select  those  that  you  wish  to  hear.   You  then  send  your  choices  to  the  Seattle  Public  Library. 

Some  local  libraries  in  the  larger  cities  have  the  Readers'  Digest  on  Talking  Book  records.  If 
you  reside  in  an  area  without  this  service,  write  to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  and  re- 
quest that  you  be  put  upon  the  mailing  list  for  the  Readers'  Digest.  The  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare will  implement  your  request  through  us. 


SERVICE  TO  SCHOOLS 

We  give  public  library  service  to  schools,  where  such  service  is  not  available  locally.  Requests 
may  be  made  for  collections  of  books  for  Primary,  Intermediate,  Upper  Grade  or  All  Grade  use.  The 
collections  circulate  for  a  period  of  three  months.  We  ask  that  teachers  take  the  responsibility  for  all 
school  requests  and  that  they  do  not  encourage  each  pupil  to  write  in  on  his  own  initiative.  When 
special  subjects  are  desired,  request  by  broad  subject  is  preferred.  Books  sent  in  answer  to  such  re- 
quests are  checked  out  for  a  period  of  one  month. 

We  do  not  provide  textbooks  or  collections  of  books  on  units  of  study  for  schools.  We  are  able 
to  provide  a  wide  range  of  good  reading  for  every  age  level. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OR  EXTENSION  COURSES 

Required  reading  for  correspondence  or  extension  courses  is  the  responsibility  of  the  school  giv- 
ing the  courses.  Since  we  do  not  purchase  textbooks,  we  are  not  able  to  provide  supplementary 
texts,  nor  are  we  permitted  to  borrow  these  from  the  Montana  State  University.  The  University  is 
generous  in  the  loan  of  books  but  must  give  priority  to  the  needs  of  its  own  students.  We  can,  how- 
ever, supply  public  library  material  in  every  field  of  knowledge.  Check  first  your  local  library  if 
you  have  one  in  your  area.  If  additional  material  is  needed,  ask  your  librarian  to  send  a  request  on 
to  us. 


OUT-OF-STATE  LOAN 

Books  requested  for  out  of  state  inter-library  loan  will  be  sent  to  either  a  state  library  or  a  pub- 
lic library.  We  cannot  process  requests  received  from  individuals  residing  outside  of  Montana. 


HOW  TO  BORROW  FILMS 

The  Montana  Public  Library  Cooperative  Film  Service  is  located  in  the  Great  Falls  Public  Li- 
brary. The  hope  is  that  eventually  this  service  will  be  completely  self  supporting  through  subscrip- 
tion and  at  present  many  libraries  do  support  it  in  this  fashion.  The  State  Library  Commission  helps 
to  underwrite  the  cost  and  the  service  is  available  to  all  public  libraries  in  the  state.  For  full  infor- 
mation, write  to: 

Film  Library  Assistant 
Great  Falls  Public  Library 
Great  Falls,  Montana 


EXHIBIT  COLLECTIONS 

Collections  of  books  for  display  or  exhibit  are  available  from  the  State  Library.  We  participate 
in  the  State  Traveling  Exhibits  Program  of  the  American  Library  Association  Children's  Book 
Council  and  receive  sample  copies  of  new  books  from  63  publishers.  Exhibits  according  to  subject, 
to  grades,  or  as  a  representative  selection  of  good  children's  books  can  be  provided.  Books  by  Mon- 
tana authors  and  on  the  subject  of  Montana  history  may  be  borrowed  for  special  display. 


NOTES 


